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S. Gurbachan Singh, a devotee Sikh, lives in a small village Buraj Deva Singh Wala of Patti Tehsil of Tarn Taran, 
about 30 Km from Pakistan Border. As a true disciple of Sache Paatshah Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji, he preached the teachings 
through activities like Nagar Keertan and other religious congregation. He emphasizes the sacred relationship between 
humans and the environment that was recognized by the Gurus long back and polluting any of these would not just 
disrespect the God, Gurus and Sri Guru Granth Sahib ji but also threaten the very existence of mankind. He quotes the holy 
text of Sri Guru Granth Sahib ji “Pavan paani dharati aakas ghar mandar har bani (SGGS 723)”, which means that air, 
water, earth and sky are God's home and temple and urges his fellow farmers to protect these sacred places. Fully 
convinced with the religious couplet “Pawan Guru Pani Pita Mata Dharat Mahat”, he is promoting agriculture as Khet Ke 
Avshesh Khet Mein to reduce pollution on one hand and maintain soil fertility on the other hand. 

 S. Gurbachan Singh S/o S. Kehar Singh, is a 53 years old farmer (M. 9855808365) 
lives with his wife and two sons in a joint family. He owns a land holding of 16 hectares where his family cultivates paddy 
on 9 hectares (varieties: PR-122 and PR-121), Basmati on 5 hectares (varieties: Pusa-1121, Basmati-1509) and fodder on 2 
hectares. He has 40 cows and buffalos on his farm which produce 200 litres milk per day. In addition, he keeps 20 colonies 

of honeybees on his farm and had 2 biogas plants for efficient use of bio-resources.  

With conventional agriculture, Gurbachan Singh was upset with the discriminate use of 
fertilizers, pesticides, diminishing population of birds, friendly insect etc, more so with 
burning of paddy straw which creates so much air pollution. Perturbed with the situation, 
S. Gurbachan Singh decided to do some different particularly in residue management. He 
took lead and decided to grow wheat without burning straw and purchased Happy Seeder 
in 2007. Impressed upon the results of direct seeding of wheat with Happy Seeder, he 
found many advantages and cultivating wheat without burning for several years. Not only 
at his own field but he put all out efforts to ensure no burning of crop residue in his entire 

village. Well determined, Gurbachan Singh is become inspirational personality and under 
his strong motivation other farmers of different villages and his own village started using happy seeder instead of burning 
paddy straw. Pointing to his fertilizer-free lush green paddy fields ready for harvest, Gurbachan says his own farms are 
proof of his experiments as he has completely stopped using fertilizers and insecticides. 

About S. Gurbachan Singh:
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Close association with the KVK

Spreading the message

Sharing experience on crop residue management on various platforms

Awarded by the district administration

S. Gurbachan Singh has close coordination with 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Booh, Tarn Taran and he regularly 
visits the KVK campus to gain latest knowledge regarding 
agriculture and livestock farming. Scientists from KVK 
regularly visit his village and his own fields to assess 
different enterprises especially crop and livestock. 

It is pertinent to mention here that S. Gurbachan Singh first 
time narrated the incidence of fixing marriage of his son on 
the condition that bride's father will not burn crops residue on his farms to Dr. Balwinder Kumar, Deputy Director 
(Training) KVK Booh, Taran Taran. KVK captured his story featuring S. Gurbachan Singh in his field to show wheat 
crop sown with Happy Seeder and his experiments. Now, Gurbachan Singh is attending many programmes organised 
by KVK to motivate the other farmers not to burn the stubble. He advocates that farmers understand the language of 
farmers easily which is in concurrence with the thinking of Dr. Rajbir Singh, Director, ICAR-ATARI, Ludhiana that 
Farmer to Farmer Extension (F2FE) is the best model of dissemination of technology.

During stakeholder dialogue on “Sharing Key Learnings on 
Sustainable and Scalable Solutions for Rice Residue Management” 

thorganized on 15  March, 2018 at ICAR-ATARI, Ludhiana, he 
shared his own experience with the use of Happy Seeder. He 
strongly emphasized that the technology comes second, first we 
have create awareness among society for their commitments for no 
burning. He shared the example of his own indicating that during the 
marriage fixation of his son, he put condition before the parents of 
expected bride that they (bride's parents) will also not burn crop 
residue on their farms. Only after the consent of the girl's parents Sh. 
Gurbachan Singh organized extremely simple marriage without 
accepting any dowry and big celebrations on either side. His views 
about paddy residue management were appreciated by Dr. R.S. 
Paroda, Ex Secretary DARE and DG ICAR, New Delhi and other 

dignitaries during the programme.Subsequent to the workshop “Stakeholder Dialogue for Sharing Key Learning's on 
Sustainable and Scalable Solutions for Rice Residue Management” at ICAR-ATARI, Zone I, Ludhiana on 15 March 
2018, leading newspapers published S. Gurbachan Singh's story like major news in many print and electronic media. 

Similarly, under the project on Promotion on Agricultural Mechanization for In-situ Management of Crop Residue in 
the State of Punjab, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Booh, Taran Taran had conducted vocational trainings and Kisan Melas 
where S. Gurbachan Singh was invited as Ambassador to share his experiences on Happy Seeder sown wheat among 
the farmers. Farmers keenly listened to S. Gurbachan Singh's guidance for managing the paddy straw without burning 
it for effectively implementing it on their respective farms. Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and Animal Sciences 
University (GADVASU), Ludhiana and Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra (KVK), Booh, Taran Taran honoured S. Gurbachan 
Singh on Kisan Mela held on 27.09.2018 wherein 2000 
farmers participated. 

A few months ago KVK official apprised Deputy 
Commissioner of Tarn Taran about this farmer and his 
efforts to manage paddy straw. District Administration 
along with KVK presented Commendation Certificate to 
this farmer.

S. Gurbachan Singh sharing his experiences about crop
residue management with the farmers of KVK's adopted village 

S. Gurbachan Singh sharing his own experience

Sh. Pardeep Kumar Sabharwal,  Deputy Commissioner, Tarn Taran
honouring S. Gurbachan Singh Kisan Mela on 27 September  2018

Hon'ble Prime Minister recognised the contribution in Mann Ki Baat 

 Missionary zeal

Epilogue

Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Sh. Narendra Modi recognised the contribution of S. Gurbachan Singh efforts in 
paddy straw management  and admired the personality of the latter in Mann Ki Baat (Episode 49, 28 October 2018). 
Prime Minister said: “A few days ago, I was reading about a farmer brother Gurbachan Singh from Punjab. The son of 
this hard working farmer Gurbachan Singh ji was to be married. But then, he told the bride's father that he had a 
condition for finalizing the marriage. Generally, when a condition is put these days, it is thought that the bridgroom's 
side is going to make a big financial demand which will be really difficult for the bride's family to fulfil. But, you will 
be surprised to know that Bhai Gurbachan Singh who is a simple farmer and what he told the bride's father reflects the 
true strength of our society. Gurbachan Singh ji asked bride's father to promise that he will not burn parali or paddy 
stubble in his fields”.  Praising the “social strength” behind Gurbachan's condition, Prime Minister Modi said: “The 
condition raised by Gurbachan Singh ji appears quite ordinary but this reveals how tall and strong his personality is and 
we have seen that there are many families in our society who connect their individual matters with the benefit of the 
society as a whole. Shriman Gurbachan Singh ji's family has presented one such example before us.” 

Even on Gurpurab (Guru Nanak Dev Ji Birthday) S. Gurbachan Singh visits different villages to convey the message of 
the Guru to protect our environment and advise other farmers not to burn crop residue in their fields. He prays to Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji to give him wisdom and strength to do farming in such a way that it may be beneficial for all the living 
beings on the earth. 

Sh. Gurbachan Singh is working like a missionary to bring change in the society and educating others to preserve our 
mother earth and nature. Dr. A. S. Nanda, Vice Chancellor, Dr. H.K. Verma, Director (Extension), GADVASU, 
Ludhiana, Dr. Rajbir Singh, Director, ICAR-ATARI, Ludhiana  congratulated Sh. Gurbachan Singh as Hon'ble Prime 
Minister lauded his efforts to stop stubble burning. The TEAM-KVK salutes S. Gurbachan Singh for his dedication to 
bring positive change in the society.

Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Sh. Narendra Modi Ji lauding efforts of S. Gurbachan Singh in Mann Ki Baat on 28 October 2018

KVK Tarn Taran officials and S. Gurbachan Singh in farmers' field 




